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this the vegetation is so dense that the sun
seldom penetrates to the ground. A few
other forest regions are found. These are
in Abyssinia, around the sources of the
Congo, in British Central Africa and along
the coast of German East Africa.

With these exceptions; south of the great
forest area the savanna belt extends across
the continent until the Zambezi River is
reached. From this, the southwestern por-
tion almost to the Cape of Good Hope is
arid, and a narrow strip alqng the western
coast is almost a desert. This region follows
the coast northward as far as the tenth
parallel of south latitude. The correspond-
ing portions of the east coast contain forests
and open country and are sufficiently well
watered to admit of successful agriculture.
The trees in these regions, as well as other
forms of vegetation, are peculiar to the
locality, a fact undoubtedly due to the dis-
tance of this portion of the continent from
other land masses. The interior of the pla-
teau contains extensive areas which are
valuable for grazing and other agricultural
purposes. Many varieties of palm are
found in the warm temperate regions on
both sides of the equatorial belt.

Animal Life. Africa is the home of the
largest members of the animal kingdom, and
owing to the absence of great central moun-
tain barriers they may be found in all re-
gions without special modification of type.
Among the carnivorous animals are the lion,
the panther, hyena, leopard, fox and jackal.
The leading herbivorous animals are the ele-
phant, rhinoceros, buffalo, giraffe and hip-
popotamus. Several species of antelopes
are also found. The monkey family is spread,
over the whole continent, represented by nu-
merous types such as the Barbary ape, the
dog-faced baboon, the Gallago lemur and the
anthropoid chimpanzee and gorilla. Ani-
mals resembling- the horse are the zebra,
quagga, the pigmy Mauritania^ ass and the
camel. Of the mammals there are about 500
species peculiar to this continent, of which
about 50 are of the antelope family. Among
the birds found in Africa are the ostrich,
secretary, ibis, guinea fowl, weaver bird,
roller bird, love bird, wax bill, sun bird,
parrot, quail and others. The reptiles in-
dite the huge python, the crocodile and
many poisonous snakes; while among the in-
seets are termites, locusts, the destructive
Tsetse % and butterflies of brilliant hues.
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History. Africa is the home of the old-
est civilization. Egypt was an ancient na-
tion before the Roman Empire was founded,
and extending along the coast of the Medi-
terranean were various nations from Egypt
to Carthage, which, previous to and during
a portion of the existence of the Roman Em-
pire, held considerable influence. Undoubt-
edly the power of these nations prevented
the exploration of the continent to the south;
hence the Nile valley and a narrow strip
along the northern coast were the only por-
tions of the continent that were known to
the world for many centuries. During the
Middle Ages the influx of Arabs was at-
tended by some exploration of the regions
around the upper portions of the Nile and
the eastern part of the Sudan, and in the
fifteenth century several voyages of dis-
covery were made along the western coast.
Finally, in 1485 Bartholomew Diaz, sailing
under the auspices of King John of Portu-
gal, discovered and sailed around the Cape
of Good Hope. Twelve years later Da Gama,
following the same course, sailed around the
cape and reached India. But these voyages
did not awaken any general interest, though
in the latter half of the sixteenth century the
Portuguese established colonies on both the
eastern and western coasts, where they still
hold possessions.
The event which led up to the present in-
terest in Africa was the exploration of the
interior by Mungo Park, who made an ex-
tended expedition through the Niger country
from 1795 to 1797. However, it was a num-
ber of years after this before his efforts were
seconded by others. In 1840 David Living-
stone began his great work of exploration
and philanthropy in southern Africa, work-
ing northward from Cape Town. Between
this date and the time of his death in 1873,
Doctor Livingstone explored nearly all of
that portion of the continent as far north
as the head of Lake Tanganyika. On his
death the proprietors of the New York Herald
and London Telegraph combined to send
Henry M. Stanley, who had previously visited
Livingstone on Lake Tanganyika, to com-
plete the work which the great explorer left
unfinished. On this expedition Stanley ex-
plored the country around the headwaters of
the Nile, then traveled from Victoria Nyanza
southward as far as Lake Bangweolo, thenee
followed the Lower Lualaba until he reached
the Atlantic coast, settling the problem as to